The Honorable Members of the Oklahoma Congressional Delegation
United States Senate and House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Members of the Oklahoma Congressional Delegation,

We, the undersigned Oklahomans and concerned Americans, call on you to end the
occupation of our communities by federal ICE agents.

Today, Americans witnessed yet another brutal act of violence against a legal observer
as Alex Pretti, an ICU nurse at the local VA hospital, was tackled to the ground by
multiple ICE agents, maced, and then shot ten times in the street. Just before he was
attacked, Alex was simply trying to help a woman off a slick road and onto the safety of
the sidewalk. It cost him his life.

Alex Pretti should still be alive.

Renee Good should still be alive.

Keith Porter should still be alive.

The dozens of others killed in ICE custody should be alive.

Their families should not be grieving losses caused by government violence carried out with
impunity. Neither should the countless others whose names we may never know. Enough is
enough.

We write not in theory, but in response to real people whose lives have been destroyed by
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and Customs and Border Protection (CBP).
Congress must immediately rein in the violence, abuse, and lawlessness that these agencies
are inflicting on our communities. We demand that you refuse to increase funding for ICE and
Border Patrol and that you use the power of the purse to impose meaningful limits,
enforce accountability, and stop unchecked immigration enforcement operations.

Last year, Congress handed the Department of Homeland Security a staggering $170 billion
windfall, massively expanding a deportation force and detention system that now operates
without regard for law and order. That funding did not improve safety. It enabled DHS to become
what it is today: a dangerous federal agency that terrorizes communities while evading
oversight and accountability.

Across the country, masked federal agents outfitted for war are pulling people from their
cars, zip-tying children, firing tear gas at high school students, and pointing guns at
peaceful observers and protestors. Checkpoints are being erected in our cities. People are
detained not because they pose a threat, but because of the color of their skin, the language
they speak, their accent, their workplace, or where they happen to be standing.



Just this past week, multiple young, school-aged children were detained by ICE agents in
the Minneapolis area; children whose sense of safety was shattered, whose childhoods have
been permanently marked by fear inflicted by the very government meant to protect them. That
trauma does not disappear. It follows children for the rest of their lives.

These harms are not accidental. They are the predictable and intended outcome of a
system designed to intimidate and punish. Families are torn apart. Neighborhoods are
destabilized. Communities live under constant fear. Public trust is destroyed, and the
foundations of our democracy are weakened.

This is not the America we deserve. It is not the America our Constitution allows.

Congress has both the authority and the responsibility under Article | of the Constitution to
restrain executive agencies that abuse their power. ICE and CBP must be forced to serve the
public, not to operate as militarized forces unleashed on civilian populations.

Accordingly, we call on you to take the following actions, at a minimum:

1. Refuse to vote for any FY2026 appropriations bill that increases funding for ICE or
Border Patrol, including funding for immigration detention.

The system Congress has funded and sustained resulted in 32 deaths in custody in 2025
alone, ICE’s deadliest year in over two decades, while thousands of others endured physical
abuse, sexual violence, medical neglect, and degrading, inhumane conditions.

2. Refuse to vote for any DHS appropriations bill beyond January 30 unless it:

e Rigorously restricts ICE and CBP dragnet arrest operations, including prohibiting
targeting based on race, language, accent, workplace, or location at the time of
apprehension;

e Ends the deployment of Border Patrol agents into our cities and rejects the
agency’s ever-expanding and unlawful domestic enforcement role; and

e Limits DHS reprogramming and transfer authority, explicitly barring the diversion of
funds toward detention expansion or enforcement escalation.

These are not radical demands, nor are they actions that would hinder the enforcement of this
nation’s immigration laws. Rather, they are the bare minimum steps required to protect our
communities from escalating violence, abuse, and constitutional violations.

To uphold these practices is to set a dangerous precedent of federal overreach and
militarization that will have long-lasting impacts on our country.

We urge you to act decisively. Show DHS and the people you represent that the cruelty,
lawlessness, and impunity we are witnessing will not be tolerated. This must end. Now.

Sincerely, the undersigned,
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